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EMBARGO: For release 
; Monday, February 1, 1960 
WCC Executive Committee Will Mcet Feb. 8-12 in Buenos Aires 
(Buenos Aires) — The first major meeting in Latin America of the World Council 
of Churches is scheduled February 8-12 in Buenos Aires. 


The WCC's 12—-member Executive Committee will hold its semi-annual meeting 
in the Argentine capital to map future policy and vrogramme for the cooperative 
work of the CC's 172 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox 
confessions, 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, president of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, Committee chairman, will preside. The vice chairman is Dr. Ernest 
A. Payne, Baptist, London. 


Dr. WA. Visser *t Hooft, in his semi~annual report as WCC general 
secretary, will review the outlook for future relations between the WCC and: 


The Russian Orthodox Church. (Dr. Visser 't Hooft headed a five-man WCC 
delegation on a three-weels' visit to the Soviet Union in December to confer with 
Orthodox church leaders as part of a "get acquainted" process of the two bodies. ) 
The Russian Orthodox Church is not a member of the World Council. (See EPS 


No.50). 
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The Roman Catholic Church, since the last meeting of the WCC's 90-member 
Central Committee on the Island of Rhodes in August. (See EPS No. 34), 


In other sessions the Executive Committee is expected to: 


Develop plans for its Third Assembly to be held in late 1961 in New Delhi, 
India, and for the meeting of its Central Committee scheduled in August of 
this year at St. Andrews, Scotland. 


Consider blueprints for a new $2,500,000 headquarters building to be erected 
in Geneva. The new headquarters is being financed by contributions from member 
churches and through special appeals. 


In addition the Executive Committee will also hear semi-annual reports from 
the World Council's major units. 


The meeting is the Executive's first since the Central Committee met in 
August at Rhodes, The Executive Committee holds annual summer and winter 
meetings, It is elected by the Central Committee, the larger body which carries 
out WCC decisions made by its Assembly at meetings held every six years. 


Both before and after the meeting, members of the Committee are expected 
to fill a number of speaking and preaching engagements in Buenos Aires and to 
confer with leaders of local churches, Many will also visit other South Ameri- 
can countries to confer with Protestant leaders and visit offices of the WCC's 
pervace to Rerugces, 


In addition to Executive Committee members two of the six presidents of the 
World Council are expected to attend. They are Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, 
Methodist, Argentina; and Archbishop Iakovos, Greek Orthodox, USA. 


Two consultations are also scheduled between WCC and Latin American church 
leaders in connection with the Hxecutive Committee meeting. These will beshera 
February 5-6 in Buenos Aires and February 15-16 in Sao Paulo, Brazil. In addi- 
tion several Executive Committee members will attend a Conference on Christian 
Responsibility in Areas of Rapid Social Change to be held in Sao Paulo, Feb. 17 —- 
Ole EPS, Geneva. 


New WCC Headquarters Planned 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches will erect a new $2,500,000 (Sw. Fr. 
10,700,000) headquarters building in Geneva, Switzerland, 


Detailed plans for a modern 200-office unit «tructure were released for the 
first time this week at a press conference held at present WCC headquarters in 
Genevae Construction of the new building is expected to get underway sometime 
cil eee ASSO 


Blueprints call for a three-storey building to be constructed facing south on 
a slightly elevated eight and one-half acre site at Grand Saconnex, a suburb of 
Geneva. The new location will put WCC headquarters within a ten minute bus ride 
of the centre of Geneva and a short distance from the Palais des Nations (UN) 
and other international organizations. The site was acquired from the City ef 
Geneva which also helped in other ways to work out the present plan, 
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. Fund appeals to finance construction of the building are being conducted 
under the auspices of an international committee chaired by Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill, who retired in November, 1953, as Presiding Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, - 


Funds raised through the end of 1959 (either pledged or received) total 
~1,524,000 and include 2180,000 from-the churches in Germany; $36,000 from the 
churches in Denmark and $900,000 from USA churches. In all more than 100 of 
the \/0C's member churches pledged or gave funds. These have come from both the 
large and the smaller churches including a gift of $179 raised in collections 
taken in every congregation of the tiny Spanish Evangelical Church, and a gift 
of $210 from the Pakistan Christian Council. In addition, member churches in 
Poland and Czechoslovakia have indicated that as their contribution they will 
provide furniture or other needed items, because of the difficulties involved 
in transmitting funds from their countries to Switzerland. EPS, Geneva, 


Charter for New Church is Approved 


(Cleveland, Ohio) - A final draft of the proposed charter for the United Church 
oF (Christ (US) which was formed two years ago has been approved at a meeting 

in Cleveland, Ohio, of the denomination's 24-member Commission to Draft a 
Constitution. 


several hundred clergy and lay leaders had part in the study and revision 
of the document which will be submitted for action to a special session of the 
Church's General Synod meeting in Cleveland, July 6-9. If ratified by two- 
thirds of the Congregational Christian churches and the Synods of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, the two bodies which form the United Church, the constitut- 
ion will be declared effective by its 1961 biennial General Synod, 


The denomination's two co-presidents, Dr. Fred Hoskins, New York, and Dr, 
James E. Wagner, Philadelphia, said in a joint commentary on the charter, that 
although there had been differences concerning the particular portions of old 
traditions to be carried into the life of the new church, these had been met 
"time after time" with "reconciliation rather than compromise". As a result, 
they added, "we believe that we have succeeded in preparing a document which 
can be a widely acceptable instrument for use by the United Church of Christ 
as it moves forward to confront the grave issues of the contemporary world," 

EPS, Geneva. 


Churches Plan Radio Network in Korea 


(Pusan, Korea) - A new radio station is on the air in Pusan, Korea - the second 
in a series of five relay stations which, when completed, will make up the 
first radio network in the world sponsored by Protestant churches. 


The station is being sponsored jointly by the Korea National Christian 
Council and RAVEMCCO, a unit of the National Council of Churches GUiey The 
parent station is HLKY in Seoul. The first relay station began broadcasting 
from Taegu during Haster Week, 1959. Programmes originating from HLKY became 
so popular that Korean listeners asked to have them extendod to other ALrease 
Geographical difficulties and interference made it impractical to step up tie 
power of the station, so it was decided to set up the relay Sie Wnbeic | 7c 
Korea's major cities. A listerners' survey conducted in 1958 showed that 
HLKY was "the second most listened to station in Seoul. _ EPS, Geneva. 
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Anglican Group Warms of Drift Towards RC Practices 


(London) - Eight huncred clergymen belonging to the evangelical wing of the 
Church of #ngland (Anglican) have signed a protest against an alleged movement 
in the Church towards Roman Catholic practices, 


The protest, which has been sent to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
warned that the adoption of such practices would mean the loss of "the benefits 
to religion gained at the Reformation." 


It said that it is to be "regretted" that through revision of the canons, 
there seems to be a move to impose upon the Church "that very form of religion 
which had driven so many to other denominations or to cease worshipping 
altogether," 


The protest appealed for a return to the simplicity of worship and Scrip 
tural doctrine which it said has been characteristic of the Anglican Church 
Since the Reformation. A three-part recommendation urged that the use of 
vestments cease because "... they are inevitably associated in the minds of 
ordinary folks with the Roman mass..e."; that revisions of the canons for the 
Church shall not force controversial issues upon the Church at the cost of 
alienating those no longer inside the Courch; and that the Bible again be 
established "as the final and supreme authority in all matters of faith and 
doctrine," EPS, Genevae 


Tillich Warns of ‘Authoritarian! Religion 
(Los Angeles) - Dr. Paul J, Tillich said here that there is "a trend away from 


Reformation individualism" and toward "authoritarian" formsof religion which 
poses a threat to Protestantism, 


The noted Protestant theologian said the trend is indicated by recent 
mergers of Protestant groups, the ecumenical movement, and Roman Catholic en= 
courageméent of Christian unity. 


"Houmenicity doesn't do much theologically," he said. "What is produced 
in terms of theology is not very impressive. A committee cannot make a theo- 
logy," so the result is based on "the lowest common denominator." 


"The Protestant theology is essentially non-conformist, but rugged in- 
dividualism has disappeared and has been replaced by the ‘Organization Man', 
the development of the collective spirit." Further, he said, the popularity of 
"orimitive orthodoxy revivalism" is also evidence of a desire for security 
since "authority gives security." 


Despite all this, Dr. Tillich added, "You can't kill the prophetic spirit, 
although it may go underground," if the Protestant era should be ended by 
authoritarianism, 


Dr. Tillich, a professor at Harvard Divinity School, mde the comments 
at a press conference preceeding a lecture delivered at Occidental College 
(United Presbyterian) in Los Angeles. EPS, Genevae. 
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Catholics Urged to Understand Protestants 


(Washington, D.C.) —. The Very Rev. Angelus F. Delahunt, A.A., Superior General 
of the Friars of the Atonement, has urged Roman Catholics to exhibit charity 
and understanding towards Protestants so that the breach in the Unity of the 
Church may be healed, 


F Father Delahunt, in a sermon delivered in Washington D.C., declared that 
Ass disunity of Christians constitutes a problem of the first importance" and 
a sense of urgency ought to compel us to seek every means to heal the breach." 
He added, "No useful purposes will be solved by hurling charge and counter-— 
charge, on the side of the so-called ‘reformers! for their ill-inspired and 
misguided zeal which led to excesses that did nothing to reform the Church, 
or on the side of Cathclicleadership for an inexplicable reluctance to take the 
initiative in setting in motion a genuine Catholic reform." 


Aula is one of the most encouraging signs of the 20th century," he observed, 
that the time is now "ripe for calm and studied appraisal of the issues at 
stake in the 16th century," 


Father Delahunt addressed more than 3,000 worshippers at the opening of 
the Chair of Unity Octave held in the newly-dedicated National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. EPS, Geneva. 


Polish Lutherans In Touch 


(London) - The Polish Lutheran Church in Great Britian has established official 
relationships with its mother—chureh in Poland, it has been announced by Bishop 
Wladislav Fierla, primate of the Church, He said the Lutheran Church in Poland 
has granted official recognition to the exile Church and that the two churches 
will work closely together in the future. 


The Bishop also has announced that the exile Church will receive financial 
support from the Iutheran Church-Missouri Synod (US). For the past ten years 
the Church has received subsidies from the Lutheran World Federation, but it 
recently asked the Federation to stop its support. (See EPS No. 1). Bishop 
Fierla added, however, that the Church which is a member of the Lutheran Council 
of Great Britian does not plan to join the Missouri Synod. EPS, Geneva. 


Birth Control Controversy Continues 


(Washington, D.C.) — An agency of the Protestant Episcopal Church (US) has gone 
on record in favour of providing birth control information, morally acceptable 
to Christians and medically endorsed to countries where population control has 
become a "necessity". 


A statement signed by 13 leaders of the Church's Joint Commission on the 
Church in Human Affairs, said the Commission will ask the Church's General 
Convention in 1961 to urge that "richer" nations give planned parenthood 
assistance in overseas areas where the population is growing too fast for the 
country's welfare. 


Meanwhile last week Protestant Episcopal Bishop James A. Pike, of California, 
proposed that the U.S. Government undertake "a crash prograume" on birth ccntrol 
research in an effort to make the rhythm method "more reliable", 


Speaking on a nationwide television programme, he said such an effort would 
further religious "harmony" in the United States. He called the current 
controversy "divisive and unfortunate", 
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The I ‘ L of ; 

. Very Rev. Theodore Hesburgh, C.5.C., president of Notre Dame Univers ty, 
eee ah the Roman Catholic view of the problem, said that "science may even: 

a e in thi + el ee é : ; 
oe Bee na ture in this matter" (i.e. rhythm control) and that "couples 
: Me : : ; : 

Saeed ay reasons would practice period continuence .., would be doing 

y oe : 4. ee ‘ o ¢ 

& against nature to frustrate nature and certainly nothing immoral". 


Hl a Similar view was expressed in London by William Cardinal Godfrey, 
roh ee oH Westminster, who labled those who advocate birth control as a 
L tt : : ‘ ; ‘ 
Solution to the "population explosion" as "disciples of despair’, 


th 4. ts 
. Instead of despairing about the resources of the earth and assuming we 
must prevent the increase of life," he said, "we should apply our minds to the 
Seg development and distribution of the riches which are the inheritance cof 
é human race," ; > : 
EPS, Geneva. 


Australian Churches to Hold Major Conference 


(Melbourne) -~ More than 450 clerical and lay leaders representing 15 Protestant 
Churches will meet in Melbourne, Feb. 2-11 for the first National Conference of 
Australian Churches. 


The meeting described "as the most important and significant” in the 
history of Australian Churches, will be convened under the auspices of the 
Australian Council for the World Council of Churches. 


Delegates will meet each day in sessions to disnuss a wide range of 
problems and challenges confronting modern-age Christianity. At the conclusicn 
of the conference there will be informal discussions on church union, 


Dr, Alan C. Watson, mcdtrator-general of the Presbyterian Church who will 
preside said the objective of the conference is "to clear the ground for the 
denominations to approach each other with a view to a closer working together; 
and even ultimate union", 


He observed that already the Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational 
churches of Australia are discussing the possibility of union. 
The conference will be officially opened at a public raily on Feb, 2, whch 
ia expected to be attended by more than 1,000 perscns- Tl.e theme will be 
"The © urch in East Agia", Guest speaker will be Presiding Bishop Enrique Cs 
Sobrepena, of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, chairman of the 
Hast Asia Christian Conference. 


In all a total of eight public meetings will be held, Other guest 
speakers scheduled include Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general secretary of the 
International Missionary Council; the Rev. Hans-Reudi Weber, executive secretary 
of the Department on the Laity of the World Council of Churches; M.M, Thomas of 
the Mar Thoma Church of Malabar, India; Miss Renuka Mukerji; principal of the 
Women's Christian College, Madras, India; and Professor Masao Takenaka, of 


Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan, EFS. Geneva. 


Ghana Appeals to Vatican 
(Rome) — The government of Ghana has asked the Vatican to use its influence to 
prevent French nuclear tests in the Sahara. 
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_The appeal quoted statements by both Pope John XXIII and Pope Pius XII 
calling for peaceful rather than military use of nuclear energy, it has been 
reported by Italia, news agency of the Christian Democratic Partye 


The appeal coincided with a joint protest by 145 Italian scientists 
against the French tests, They warned that the tests endanger not only the 
lives of African populations surrounding the Sahara, but also of the people 
in Italy, vecause of wind—bormme fallout, 


Reliable reports indicate the timing of the first explosion now depends 
only on the weather, and may come as early as the first half of Pebruarya 
According to some sources, civil contractors building installations at the 
test site have been told that everything must be completed by an absolute dead 
Mmimeror wep, LO. ; EPS, Geneva 


US Leader*s Stand on China Attacked 

g, president of the 
National Council of Churches, (US) of a proposal to recognize and seat the People's 
Republic of China in the United Nations has drawn vigorous notes of protest from 
military and missionary leaders in Formosa, according to a report of the Far last 
News Service. 


(Taipei, Formosa) - The endorsement by Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg 


Critics are reported to have expressed "grave misgivings that a prominent 
Protestant voice had been allowed to embarrass the missionary community of Taiwan". 
They charged that he "abused his diplomatic immunity" as a guest of the US govern- 
ment in advocating on free Chinese soil, the recognition of the Chinese Republic. 


Dr. Dahlberg had told a meeting of military, government and missionary 
teaders in a speech during a recent three-day visit to Formosa that he supported 
the controversial statement adopted by a World Order Study conference held in 
MNevember, 1258, under the auspices of the National Council of Churches. The 
statement had urged that steps be taken to admit the Chinese People's Republic 
to the UN and for its recognition by the United States Government. (See EPS No.45) 


The FENS report said Dr. Dahlberg told the mecting: "My personal conviction 
regarding this study is that I am in complete agreement with the report. Further~ 
more I think that years from now we will look back to this as one of the great 
steps of the Christian Church, I do*not think that the NCC will repudiate tie 


recommendation..." 


The News service report said that, queried about his position, Dr. Dahlberg 
acknowledged that "probably 90 percent of the Chinese people are against the 
present Communist regime of China", but added: "I don't think that our Christi- 
anity depends on our freedom. I believe we will get further with all countries 
in the United Nations. Therever the UN steps in, it brings a healing influence. 


A missionary critic was quoted as saying that Dr. Dahlberg had answered 
"no objection to the NCC recommendation and had taken no effective notice of Un= 


‘ : © nye bs, . . t 
animous opposition of those here whom he admivted were qualified observers... 
HPS, Geneva. 


Houmenical Prize Essay Winners Announced 
ee 

(Geneva) - The results of the Ecumenical Prize Essay Competition for 1959 have 
been announced in Geneva. 


Prizes have been awarded to the following; Monsieur le Pasteur Ed.Diserens, 
Reformed, Corsier s/Vevey, Switzerland; Hr. Missionar Hugo Rothlisberger, Basle 
Mission, Indonesia, and the Rev. George D. Younger, Baptist, New York, USA. 
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The prizes awarded are worth 250 Sw.francs ($58) each, First and second 
prizes not awarded this year are worth 1,000 Sw.francs (#230) and 500 Sw.francs 
($115) respectively. Fifteen essays were submitted from eight countries (Canada 
a England °, France 1; Germany 1; Indonesia 1; Sweden 1; Switzerland 2, USA 3). 
The Subject was "The Prophetic Function of the Church in Socte ty The compe ti- 
tion was organized by the Scholarship Committee of the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid of the World Council of Churches. It is intended to encourage the partici- 
pation of younger parish ministers and missionaries in the study of theological 
issues under ecumenical discussion. EPS, Geneva. 


Hungarian Church To Revise Laws 


(Budapest) - Plans have been announced to revise the existing laws of the 
Hungarian Lutheran Church which have been in force since 1937, 


Bishop Zoltan Kaldy of the Seuthern District said at a recent meeting of 
the Church's National Council that preparations are being made to convene a 
legislative General Synod at an early date to deal with the matter, 


T:. a review.of the Church's work last year, Bishpp Kaldy described as "one 
of the most outstanding events in the life of our Church" during 1959, the 
formation of a Gentral Fund to help needy parishes,. He said the Fund helped 
supplement the salaries of pasters and church employees to the amount of 
400,000 forints (about $14,000) so that the average yearly salary of pastors 
was maintained at the planned level of 20,000 fsrints, (about #800.) 

EFS, Geneva. 


Bishop Dibelius Preaches at Coventry 


(Coventry) - The Bishop of Berlin, Dr. Otto Dibelius, stood before the altar 
in the ruins of Coventry Cathedral, last week and read a litany of reconciliatien. 


The service marked the-formal opening of a centre for overseas visitors, 
newly established within the ruins of the Cathedral which was demolished in 
bombings by the German Luftwaffe during World War II, 


Preaching at the morning service in the Chapel of The Cross, in the new 
Cathedral, which is in the process of construction on a nearby site, Bishop 
Dibelius said that "the reborn, rising Cathedral of Coventry calls for our 
humble respect and our deep regard, because it was from here that the hand of 
reconciliation was first extended. 


"We on the Continent shall do our utmost to make the name of Coventry appear 
to be a new symbol - a symbol of Christian understanding,"he stated. 


Referring to the bombing raids which destroyed the Cathedral, Bishop 
Dibelius noted that during the War, "the ChristimChurch was forbidden to speak 
out in Germany", He added that he "would not deny, or belittle" the guilt 
of the aggressors, but that today a new outlook has emerged, "Tne Church of 
Christ has risen in Europe to free itself from all secular toils and fetters," 
he declared. "The Church has come into its ownarousing the conscience of our 


nations," 


The Archbishop of Canterbury paid tribute to Bishop Dibelius as "a man who 
remained firm and upright at a time when the Christian faith was suffering in- 
creasing oppositicn.,.. (who) dares to speak the truth and has always faced his 


enemies with courage and accepted suffering for the sake of Truth with patience 
and faith." EPS, Geneva. 
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Bishop Dibelius 4nnounces Retirement 


(Berlin) ~ Bishop Otto Dibelius has announced he will retire as chairman of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) and from. his position as Bishop of the 
Church of Berlin-Brandenburg,. Bishop Dibelius will be 80 years old next May 15. 


The German Bishop, widely recognised as one of the outstanding Christian 
leaders of the world, informed a mceting of the Provincial Synod of Berlin- 
Brandenburg this week that he will give up the two positions when his term of 
office as one of the six presidents of the World Council of Churches expires 
av the end of 1961, 


Characteristically Bishop Dibelius' announcement of his resignation, did 
not follow conventional lines. He reviewed at length his position in the 
controversy concerning the allegiance owned by the individual to the state, 
(See EPS No 41 and 42) and then presented his "Last Will and Testament to the 
German Churches," 


Reiterating his convictions on the controversal "authority" issuc, Bishop 
Dibelius told the Synod that he had been "brought up on the traditional inter- 
pretation of Romans, Chapter 15, that the authorities are appointed by God and 
that is\therefore the duty of a Christian to be subject to the authorities.” 


But, he said, he was "forced to change" his interpretation when it became 
known thet under the Hitler regime people considered 'not fit to live' were 
being poisoned in gas chambers, He said he realised then that "although Romans 
15 was still valid, a dictatorship like that of the Nazis no longer came under 
the category of ‘authority’ referred to in the Epistle... and this enabled me to 
do many things with a good conscience which were contrary to the laws of the 
Nazi state," 


Nevertheless, he added, he had obeyed “eventhose Nazi authorities as far 
as conscience permitted" and for doing so had "paid the highest price which 
anyone can pay; I lost both my sons in a war which was a crime, started by 
a State-authority which could not under any possible circumstances be described 
Bo Cou s servant appointed for our good'.<" 


Bishop Dibelius climaxed his announcement by reading his "Last Will and 
Testament to the German Church." He said: 


"T bee my church never again to allow itself to be forced into a ghetto, 
but to remain constantly aware of its responsibilities for the whole life of the 
German people. I beg it never to surrender to the powers of this world. I pray 
that God may keep the Church frec from the temptation to succumb to the spirit 
of agitation and propaganda which reges all around it." 


"I pray for all those who hold office in the Church," he continued, "that 
their courage may not fail in face of the increasing difficulty of their task 
admist the great spiritual crises of our time. Crises pass. Jesus Christ 
remains," 


Bishop Dibelius is now filling his second consecutive six-year term as 
chairman of the EKID Council. He was elected to the World Council of Churches! 
presidium in 1954 at its Second Assembly in Evanston, Ill. EPS, Geneva. 
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Algerian Church Leaders Appeal for Peace 


(Algiers) - A joint appeal for peaceful settlement of the Algerian crisis has been 
issued by religious leaders in Algiers, It was signed by Monseimeur Etienne 
Duval, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Algiers, M. D. Achenadzi, president of the 
Senior Council of Rabbis in Algeria; and Pastor A. Chatonet, pastor of the Refor- 
med Churches in Algeria. The appeal reads; 


- "Deeply distressed by the tragic nature of events, we express our sympathy 
with the bereaved families, and pray to God that there may be no more bloodshed. 


We ee ras oy sa : Be 
me also pray for those who bear the very grave responsibility for maintaining 
public order. 


ve solemly adjure all believers to tarn to God and to hear His voice, so that 
the differences between His children, all members of one nation, may be settled by 
peaceful means. 


We urge them to pray to God to save Algeria from irretrievable catastrophe, 
eee ge [7-2 Ce etl a Sat : 5 ; 
so that through His mercy the spirit of division may be overcome, and wisdom and 
fraternity may prevail." EPS, Geneva. 


lia, Baeaest 


A new FPinnish-language edition of Martin Luther's writing has been completed, 
the Church of Finland Information Service has reported. The Service said the last 
book of a new three-volume series of selected works by Luther is now off the press. 
Editor of the series was Prof. Lennart Pinomaa. New editions of Luther's works 
are also reported nearly completed in German and well underway in English. Plans 
have also been announced to publish them in French, Spanish, Japanese and Hebrew. 


Latest statistics released in Tokyo show 678,258 Christians in Japan, a gain 
Oiecuproximately o> ,0O0tover figures compiled in 1958. The figures, releasedmay, 
the Christian Year Book for 1960, show 376,267 Protestants, 266,608 Roman Catholics 
end On,29o Hastern Orthodox. 


Soviet Russia has pledged itself to respect the territory of Vatican City in 
the event of armed conflict. Other nations including Great Britain, France and 
some Far Eastern countries, have also given the same pledge, according to the Rome 
Radio. 


The United Church of Canada has sent a telegram to members of the Canadian 
Government informing them that the Church is anxious th t the death penalty be 
abolished as soon as "alternative" methods of punishment are found. The Canadian 
House of Commons has scheduled a vote on the issue. 


ste sta 


The Upper Room, bi-monthly international, interdenominationally sponsored 
Methodist devotional guide has begun its 25th anniversary year with a record cir- 
culation of 3,250,000. Estim ted readership is ten million persons. It is pub- 
lished on every continent except Africa, and thousands of copies of each edition 


are sent there-regularly. 
Ed x 

Vethodist Congregations in the United States are being asked to give $1,000,000 
dn an annual Race Relations Sunday offering, Feb. 14, for the 12 Negro colleges and 
ane Necro student centre related to the Church. 
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A Special Report 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Widely Observed 


(Geneva) - Protestants, Anglicans and Orthodox met together in hundreds of 
churches in more than sixty countries last week for special services and events 
marking the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


It was the largest number of observances recorded thus far during the Week 
(January 18-25) which is sponsored by the Commission on Faith and Order of 
the World Council of Churches (See EPS Nos. 46 47). 


(At the same time a record number of Roman Catholics were reported also 
praying daily for unity during the eighteday period, which is also marked 
officially by the Roman Catholic Church as the Chair of Unity Octave. 


in all more than 1,000,000 copies of special prayers for the Week were 
distributed by Roman Catholic sources or through the World Council of Churches 
— the largest number circulated in the history of the observance. 


In Geneva, events marking the Week were culminated with a service attended 
by an overflow congregation at the Cathedral of Saint Pierre, The sermon Was 
preached by Pastor Arnold Mobbs, president of the Hcumenical Council of the Churches 
in Geneva and participants in the service included representatives of the Old 
Catholic Church, the Lutheran Church, the Swiss-German Protestant Church, 
the Protestant Episcopal Church (US), the Methodist Church, the Greek Orthodox 
Church and the Baptist Church. ihe service was: televised by BHurovisionyea 
European television network, 


At lyon, France, where the Week was first established 24 years ago 
by the late Abbé Paul Couturier, "apostle of Christian unity," the programme 
for the week included a celebration of the Byzantine Liturgy in the Lyon 
Cathedral, and vigils of prayer, which were also observed in the city's Orthodox, 
Reformed and Protestant churches. All the collections taken in these services 
will be united in a single gift to be donated to the fund for work among Algerian 
refugees, for which French Roman Catholics and Protestants have made a joint 
appeal. 


Other observances reported from around the world included those in: 


Haarlam, the Netherlands, where Roman Catholics and Protestants together 
sponsored a series of joint lectures on the ecumenical movement. 


Budapest, Hungary, where Reformed, Lutheran Baptist and Methodist Churches 
sponsored observances in hundreésof lceal communities on the theme "Manifestation 
of the Universal Church!"\ 


New York, US, where Anglicans and Eastern Orthodox held a joint vesper 
Seely UC. 


Paris, where Pastor Marc Boegner, president of the French Protestant 
Federation, conducted a service of intercession and arranged for five special 
addresses to be delivered on the subject "The Reformation - the Servant of 
Unity." Bookshops in Paris were also reported to have carried special dis- 
plays and photographs, Cardinal Feltin, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Paris 
also conducted a special service for unity at the Church of Sacré Coeur, Montmartre. 
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The ohservance of the Chair of Unity Octave was initiated in 9c ph Sstsn teh 
two Anglicén priests (who were converts: to Catholicism) who were convinced 
» the Papacy must become the centre of Christian unity, This period continues 
to be observed as the time of special prayer by Roman Catholics for the retarm 
of non-Catholics to Rome, 


However, in 1935, the original intent of this Week was modified by the 
late Abbé Paul “cuturier, himself a Roman Catholic priest, who appealed for 
prayers for unity "according to Christ's will, in His way and at His time." 

The observance was taken up in 1940 by Protestants and other non-Roman Catholics 
when the Faith and Order Continuation Committee (a parent body of the World 
Council of Churches) commended it to its member churches, 


Roman Catholics observing the Week use special prayers for unity prepared 
by Father P. Michalon, a Sulpician priest, who since 1954 has been responsible 
for carrying on the work of Abbé ‘“suturier. 


More than 800,000 copies of these prayers were distributed this year in 
several translations. O° this number 50,000 were circulated in Spain where the 
observance is widely mrked. The figure is 100,000 more than the number dis 
tributed last year. 


A special series of prayers prepared by the World Council of Churches was 
distributed in 250,000 copies in English, French, German, Spanish, Dutch, 
Swedish, Finnish, Tamil, Sinhalese and other languages, 


The number distributed for this year's observance compares with only 10,000 
distributed just four years ago in 1957. The Week has received increasingly 
widespread endorsement among the WCC's 172 member churches. 


An introduction to the WCC prayer leaflet notes. however, that despite 
the increasing number of observances, "it is painfully evident that the various 
calls to prayer have behind them broadly different understandings of the nature 
of Christian unity," and "that the more Christians come to know one another the 
more conscious they become of their differences." But, it adds; 


"Nevertheless, there is on all sides a growing conviction that the unity 
of the Church of Christ is God's will and that He is working to bring it about, 
That is why, despite the different ideas of unity, which lie behind them, it is 
fruitful to offer up all of our various prayers for Christian unity together at 
one time: we all know that God hears and answers the prayers of all according 
to His own will and plan." 


a) 
a 


He 


a eae yoke “ie 


y i 
. Clutu't,” 
Siyees (Oi hoa, 


ace 


